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Read and committed to Benj. DEAR-
BORN, e5q. Rev. Dr. Latunrov and Rev,
Dr. Enicr.

y JOHN DAVIS, Ree. Cec'ry.

In pursuance of the foregoing vote, the
committee therein named, solicit commu-
nications, addressed 1o any one of them,up-
on the subject of their appointment; and
as the collection and comparison of facts
may produce a result valuable (o society,
the committee sball rely on the readiness
with which gentlemen will communicate,
who possess the information required.

i7" Printers of every part of the union,
who may feel disposed o promote an en-

uiry so interesting to each individual of
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Refiartee—A quuker, a few davs since,
having beencited us an evidence at & quar
tov sessions, ont ofthe magisirateswho had
beco a blacksmith, desired to know why he
weould not take off his hat: ¢ Itis a pri.
vilege,” suid the witness, # that the laws
and diberaiity of my country induige peo-
le of our religious mode of thinking in.
{1 had it in my power, said the angry
justice, I would have vour hat nm!e_d to
your head. *¢ I thooght,” said Obadiah,
“ that ‘hou hadst given over tiie trade of
driving nails " Lion. praft.
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To the President and Members of the

American Academy of Arte and Scien-
CerRe

Gentlemen—As that season of the year
s approachiug, in which a general appre.
hension of danger from lightning is most
excited, a few Remarks, on the various
means of secking safety, muy call attention
to facts from which may he deduced some
useful rules of conduct during thunder,

That the metalic conductor is not a
complere guard from the electric flaid, s
testifiod bystwo instances on the records of
the Academy ; but granting it to be pro-
ductive of perfect security, its benefits can
be enjoyed by the minor part of society
oitly, wirese pecnniary means will afford the
expense,  In chese brief remarks the elec-
d will therefore be  overlnoked, for
ingr such particutars as may lead to
atanel measures, vithin the power oi all
wihio ehiose to adopt them.

From early life I have been in the habit
of observing the circumstances attending
eivarric explosion, patticularly where the
foss of life was a consequence, and no in.
stance has fillen within iy knowiedge of
# person being killed by lightaing in a
close rovm  Whether it be a fact thatsuch
an occurcnce never takes pim,('.f Aam not
prepaved to decide j but if; npon ciktensive
enquiry, none such shall be fomul, it may
be inferred that aclose room presents one
of the pgrentest chances of security, On
this sulject 1 have Jomd the general opi.
tion o be divided—adrocates
#s numerous for an open
room during u thunder gusi,

Jn cases not admitting of muthematical
demonsirition, theories are often erecied
npon vigue conjeciares and unsccountable
but it is the
t op nione thas

e

appearing
as for a close

prejudives dictate of 1eusvon

t frunded should sahmit
fluence of fucts-—1 would there
fery for the eonsideration of the Aca-
e following motion,
a commities be dppointed for the

demy

Thust

pospase

ing lives which have heen lost by lightning

in this or any other country, and of the
attendnut clreamstances in such case, as
they re'ate 1o the situation of the person

or persons at the time, whether sheliered

or exposcd ; alss, whether evidence of iny
imstance cun be produced of the loss of life

by lightning, in a room, of which the doors

windows, and fire place were closed at the
BAME TiITNe.
Re:pecilully submitted,
By BENI. DEARBORN.
Bostony 26th Mayy 1107,

of collecting informatioun re 11‘,\-3:1.*“"'“

€ community, are requested to give the
preceding publication admission into their
respective papers.

REPORT
OF 7un SecrEvarr or vHE TREASURY
ON THE SUBJEGT OF
PUBLIC ROADS & CANALS,
MADE IN PURSUANCE OF

A RESOLUTION OF SENATE OF MARCH 2.
( Continued. )

f' I Hupson Avp Cuamrraiy, or Non-

THERN NAVIGATION.
A company was inw{}aurated several
years ago by the state of Néw York, for the

. ‘Ipurpase of opening this communication,
fand a survey token by Mr, Weston, a copy

of which has not yet buen obtained. From

eollsteral information it appears that it
| was proposed to open a canal 12 miles loag,

with a lockage of 106 feet, from Water-

uord, at the confluence of the Hudson and
Mohawk, to the upper end of the great

falls of Still water. This was considered
as the most difficult part of the whole route,
and the expense e_st;l'mated at 275,000 duis
Another canal and lock would be necessa-
ry around the falls of fort M ller ; butthe
remainder of tiie navigation vp the Hudson
to fort Edward, does not require any ma-
terial improvement,

At some distance above fort Edward, it

- was intended to connect by a canul and

locks, the Hudson with the North Wood
creek, at fort Ann. The navigation down
the creek to Skeensbarough isused, but re-
quires to be improved. At this place,

‘where falls render another canal necessa-

ry, North Wood creek empties into the
south bay of lake Champiain; and thence
is & patural sloop navigation through the

3 " Lllarve.
whole extent of the Inke. The expense Do, Waston: satbvatadiihe
of the works from fort Edward to Skeens- ex‘pﬂ;se o o o B
32:;::-?' PO RSO SHAY M sing mills o tide water at
The fands of the cnmp;nv were imu:l?é :‘my, arcund the Colioes falls, 358,000
cient, and have, it is suid, been cxpen .
without much permanent wiility at Stiliwa- | The d‘l’“‘"c'if“’“‘ b i
ter and Skeensborough. oIt lewel, o QS s v iy
" The distance in a straight line from W, “!:gl:::itgh i"hﬂ 35
terford to Skeensborough is fifty miles; ted b Eke Oncdis 40 milcs
and the expense of opening & permanent g, th{r Nl ot banal
navigation on a propes plan thro’ the whole 1h§edl ging of which at 8003
line, 1s from imperfect materials estimoi- dol-iarg - gile 4 ® 1,280,000
ted at about 800,000dols. This commun:- "Che fall fn'un T 7
cation would divert to a port of the U. 5 Nevat to Toinaing itk 3¢ 250
the trade of one half of the state of Ver f" g I.Jio hkgc Ootarls 260
mont and a part of that of New.York, rﬁfu' tmc'hel: il 040 feds
which is now prlncltnﬂy carried lhro; t:u: Inck‘ng‘:tif oy i reqiite
r'ha“?ndl_n:rtginifh’. aacence, and of the 55 locks of eight ftel‘lil'{ c:u:;l.
i : .. | These at 7,500 dollars, the
II. MorAawk s\h‘; f\sran:‘o; on WEs Sads of Abn stone Toiks c"i.m_
TEeN NAVIGATION. X anv acthe 14ts
A company incorporated by the state of :";l ?L'{t“w‘-'i’l‘i“gu;:}a':mm R
New York, for the improvement of thisna- Feeder and aqueducts may
vigation, has made considerable progress, e stiimutad:at 250.000
and an accurate survey having been taken !
of the distances and levels of the greul?‘l"__ Making altogether two milli.
part of the route, the result will in the first o tire Ausdvsd thousand
place be stated, PP dollars; 2,200,000
Sl St i
From the tide water-at JMiles. Feet.) y4i5n0e believed that a sloop navigation, |
Troy to Lansing mills on if practicable, could be effected for a less
the Mohawk, is found the sum thun five miilionsof dollars. The fol.
greatest '"_'pud"fm%m 2 lowing works have already been comple-
the navigation of that ri- %ol B StHe nambaky,
ver, consisting of the Co- Y el Sgis
hoes falls, which ave 70 of a mile in length, has been opened, and
feet perpendicular, and of a descent of 42 feet effected by six locks
a successinng of other falls, of solid masonry, each of which is 70 feet
which continue to he L4 {long, and 12 feet wide~—At the German
north river, g 4 23 14 flats, four miles above the Lictie falls, a-
From Lansing mills up nother cansl one mile in lengil, with two
the Mohawk n-_br;lncm—.g— stone locks of the same materisls and di
tady, the h‘:.‘-':m“f the ri- mensions effects a descent of ten feot,
ver at the time when the On the suunmat level acanal one mile and
survey wastaken, prevens three quarters in lenagth, aud supplied with
ted Mr. \v{"r'."i from cor- water ftom the river Mohawk Ly a shor:
recely ascertiining the le- feeder, unstes that river and Wood creek,
vels. The fall for “l"'.t Ly means of two locks of the same dimen.
distance is therefore esii- {2 1.5 984 g |sions and materials,one at erch extremity
maied at 2 -3 9§ |

{ From Schenectady to
the Liule fulls,

T'he Little falls, which
before the improvements
made by the compuay, in-
tevrupted aliogetlier the

navigation, 34 42
From the Little fallsto
Fort Stanwin, now Rome, 435 59 1.

This is the head of the
navigation, and the sums-
mit level belween it and
Wooil creek; a
branch of Lake Ontario,
is D feet 3.4 above that
part of the river Mohawk,
where the navigation cea-

The whele course of the
Maohawk is therefore 125
miles in langth, and the
fall through that distance
from the summit level to
tide water is 5390 feet,

At a meeting of the Agudemy of Artsand
Sciences, Muy 26, 1807,

At the distance of one

=

57 1-2 110 1-2
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o 7 34 9 34lc.nal shall have been opehed the whole
=== |distance from the summit level to lake O.
125 390 nedin, the navigation will be imperfect, k
IS
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mile and three quartersis
Wuod creek, the bed of
which is used to its en-
trance into Lake Onedia,
the distance wlong its
meanders being 23 miles,
but in the line in which a
canal might be cu, only
14 miles, and the fall 60
feet, R o ! G0
The Onedia forms a na-
tural canal of twenty 20
mites iu length, and com.
municates by the Ononda-
f: & Oswego rivers with
ake Ontacio. The dis.
tance by water down
these two rivers to Oswe-
g9y on Lake Ontario, is 63
miles. Theupper part of
the navigation is general-
ly good, but dhe last 12
miles from the Oswego
falis, which are not passa-
bLle, 1o Lake Outzrio, are
a continued rapid. The
fall from Lake Onedia to
Lake Ontario has nokbeen
ascertained by  actual
measurement, but is esti-
mated at 130 feet, From
Rotterdam, on Luke One-
dia, to the mouth ot Sul-
mun creck on Luke Onta-
rio, a few miles east of
Oswego, the distance is
22 miles, and the ground
heing favorable, it is ex-
pected that the line of
canal would uot exceed

26 miles, 26 130
60 190 .

The elevation of the summit level be.
tween the Mohawk and the watersof Lake
Ontario, being only 590 feet above the tide
wuter at Troy, and 190 leet above Lake
Ontario, a canal navigation is practicable
the whole distance. Whether this shoud
be at.empted fora sloop or boat pavigati-
on, must depend principally, if not altoge-
ther, on the supply of water. It is stated
that the canal from the summit level to
Troy, must necessarily [ollow the valley of
the Mohawk, and perhaps occasionally en..
ter und cross the river. Calculated for a
buut navigation, the cxpense may be esti-
mated as followeth :

of the canal.  All those canuls are two feet
and a half deep, 24 wide at bottom, and 52
at top, and admit buats of ten tons, It is
proper to siate, that at first, wooden locks
had been erected st the Lottle falls, und
brick locks on the summitcanal, At bnth
piaces they hac become totally unfic for
service at the end of seven yeurs, and it
was necessary to replace them by stone
locks: a circamstance which encreased
considerably the expense of the underta.
king

Several minor improvements have been
made on the Mohawk ; und the navigation
of Whood creek, of which the principal de-
fect is want of water, has been improved
by raising dams, and by the erection of
four temporary wooden locks,  Buat antil a

the profits inconsiderahle. !
The funds of the company do not enable
them to undertake the necessary improve.
ments at the two extremities n?thc line, a
canal around the Cohoes falls to tide water.
and anolher canal from lake Onedin to lake

Ontario.  The usual poitage at the first

a very good and expensive artificial road
of 16 miles, by another company, unites the
two towns. Another company has lately
been incorporated, for the purpose of ma..
king an artificial road at the other extre-
mity of the line from Rotterdam, on lake
Onedia, to Salmon creek on lake Onturio,
The capital of the company is 232,000
dollars, of which the state of New York
owns 92,000 ; but with the exception of
one dividend of 3 per cent. all the tolls have
been applied 1o the works; and including
these and a debt of 20,000 dollars due by
the company, the whole expenditure .
mounts to 570 000 dollars The annual talls
de not yet excecd 13,000 dollars,
III. Nracana.
The fall from Lake Erie to Lake Onta-
rio has already becn stated at 450 feet.—
A company had alsobeen incorporaied by
the state of New York, for the purpose of
opening a canal at this place : but it does
Nt uppear that any thing ever was attemp-
ted after the survey had been made. The
intention seems 1o have been to open a ca.
nal navigution for boats only, from fort
Schlusser to Devil’s hole ; the lake itseif
anid Gile’s ereek would hive supplied the
water and the expense was estimated ut
437,000 dollars.
Itis however evident that the canal, in
order to be as eminently useful as the na-
ture of the undertaking scems 1o require,
should be on such scale as to admit vesseis
which can navigate both lakes. Considers
ing the distance, which in that case roust
be extended to about ten miles, and the
lockage of 450 feet, it is not believed thac
the expense can be estimated at less than
1,000,000 dollars.
The works necessary to effect water
communications between the tide water of
the North river, the St Laurence, and all
the lakes, (luke Superior only excepted)
are therefore estimuted ai four millions of
dollars, viz
Doliara
Northern navigation to lake
Champlain,
Western navigation to lake
Ontario,
Falls of Niagara for a sloop na-
vigation,

800,000
2,200,000

1,000,000

4,000 000

The papers relative to those commun .
cations will be found under the letter (B.)
but the utility of these will not be confine
to the extensive navigation of the iakes
themselves. For the mountains being com-
pletely turned, whean arrived into lake E-
rie, the ridge which separates the waters
emptying into that and into lake Michigan,
frem the northern branches of the Ohio,
and from the waters of the Mississ iy is
of a moderate elevation, and is gracuully
depressed in its course westwardiy - There
is o _dauht of the pract eability of opening
canais ata future period, between severn)
of those waters, either by selecting proper
levels, or by means of shd¥t tunnels across
favorable parts of the ridge, It will at pre-
sent be sufficien: to point out the principal
communications uow in use,

‘Tie distance from lake Erie to luke Che.
toughe, an extensive and importaut eleva.,
ted reservoir, which is the source of the
Canowango branch of the Allegheny, is
seven miles by a continual ascent, the cle-
vation of which is not ascertained.

From Presqu’ isle on lake Erie, to Le
Beuf on French creek, another branch of
the Allegheny, the distance is sixteen miles,
and a company 18 incorporated by the state
of Pennsylvania, for making an artificial
road across that portage,

The navigation frem like Chetoughe, and
from Le Beuf to Pittsburgh, offers no impe-
diment wheneverthe watersare high ; and
the greater part of the salt now consumed
in the north-west counties of Pennsylvania,
as far as Piusburgh, and some distance
down the Ohio, is brought from the salt
springs of New Yurk, by Oswego, through

At the Litte falls a canal three quarters [lake Ontario; then across the poriage of

Niagara tolake Erie, and thence by either
ot the two last mentioned portages to the
waters of the river Allegheny.

The distance from the place where the
Cayugu, a river emptying into lake Erie,
ceases to be navigable, to the navigable
witers of the Muskingum, which empties
into ti.e Ohio 170 miles below Pittsburg, is
only six miles ; and a company is said to
be formed for the improvement of thut com-
munication,

Sandusky river and the Scioto take their
sources in the same swamp. The naviga.
tion of the Miami of lake Erie is nierrup.
ted by some falls; but its upper branches
appro ch those of the Miami of the Ohio,
amd of the Waubash, and are stated as be-
ing nearly on the same level

The Tllinois river, which empties ‘into
the Mississippi ahove St Louis, rises in a
swampy wh.ch when the waters are high,
affords a natoral canoe navigation o the
sources of Chicago creek, a short stream,
which falls into lake Michigan, at its sou-
thern extremity,

Another communication generally nsed
by the Indian traders is that from Green
bay, also in lake Michigan, 1o the Missis«
#ippiy by Fox river, and the Ouisconsing. —
NI--r is there any doubt that if the inland
navigation between the north river and he
lakes was completely opened, the whole
I dian trade either of Mississippi by lake
Michigan, or of the north west by lake Su-
perior, must necessarily ceoter in an At.
lantic port of the United States; a comsi-
deration of minor importance es a gom.
mercial object, when compared with the
other advantages of that great communi-
Catlim, but of great weight in its relution
to the political intercourse of the U, States,
with the Indians,

place is from Schenectady o Albany ; and

[12 1-3 Cents Single.)
W S inis
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sLiiuct from cuvidence of the British Or,
dera, debvered before the Engliah Parlia,
ment.

( Continued. )
-]
( Shekespear Philips® evidence coveluded, J

Is not a great part of the cotton em.
ployed in your msnufaCture the produce
of ‘he U. States of America? The greater
part.

Had you diminished your trade to the
United Siates of America in consequence
of the French decree in 18067 No.

You have siated that you have dimi.
nished your orders for goods 1o be sent (o
America, Has the price of those goods
drelined in Lancashire 2 Very gready in<
ljre(l.

When you spoke of the rates of insu.
rance. did you mean the rates ofinsurasce
on vessels bound frum England to Amera ¢
I did.

Is thisreluctance to ship since 'he rrders
of council, also common 10 your e who
bors in Mancheste: ; isita general hing t
I helieve universuily: 1 k ow the great
majorty of houses there will 'not shipa
sinicle package.

Have you not known several instances
when a reduflion wn the prices of thuse
ineods youn are speaking of, have been as
yreat as at present! I never koew the
price of goods so low as at presents

-
Mr. Gevrge Paimer,

Can you staio he pariculars of the ex.
teol lo which your house does huisness
We have shipped in the cuurse of the
fast three yeais, in one article alone, which
15 Briush princed and dycd cotion, 5,688,
287 running yurds,

Can you give ihis house «ny idea of the
total value of goods exported by you 10
Americal It rather exceeds, prabably,
on an sverage, 300,000l. sterling a year.

If the American embargn were re.
moved, and ‘he orders in council were to
continue in i cey os at present, would your
house continue to ship as foin erly (v Ame.
rca! By no means.

Hive you shipped as furmerly to Amea
rica, since the orders of coincil ? We
aave pot shipped or purchas:d one singls
picer of goods,

Suppose the ordera in council were re.
voked, would you resume your shipmenis
t. Americal Yes of thy w.ore revoked,
~e should ec inmence cur shipments.

Suppuse the orders in counuil were re.
voked, and suppose the embargo in Amea
rica were atill o continue, would you re.
sume your former shipments to America ?
We shiould not be able to obtaiu cur re.
mittences for our goods, and therefore
could vot resume our shipments to any
£X D'

Suppose the orders of council were at
an end to morrow, what would you do in
shipping go:ps (10 America? I should re.
cummence our shipments to the full exw
tenty under the expettution thar the em..
bargo in Amerca would be taken 0w
L apprehend I might buve been misuns
eerstood in my answer Lo that beforey ihat
11 my idea.

Although you had not heard of the A=
merican embargo being taken off, yet if
you heard that the orders in council were
taken off in this country would you res
sume your shipmeois? Yes. I would un-
der the impression that the embargo
would be taken off

I thiok you stated that the house you
fepresent have exported goods to the n.
mount of 300,0001, per annum ¥ Yes, we
have.

When did that exporiation decrease 2
We have oot shipped or purchased a
picce of goods, since the orders in counw
cil,

Do you not suppnse that the American
embargo, which yous at Lasdeterre you
Irom shipping, may have deterred other
houses from shipping ¥ It is the orders in
council have deterred us from shuppinge

L
Alexander Glennie,

Ynu have received from the continent
remiltances on  American account to the
amount of hetf a million sterling in the
year! We hnve.

Do you believe there is any house in
this couniry which receives remittances to
an equal or Rreater amount than the houge
you are engaged inf " Yes, | believe thers
are houses in London ; there certainly is
one house in London, a member of this
honorable house, who receives much more
than we do.

Are you aware of the articles which
farnish the funds from whence those re.

mittances from the continent are made
Chielly sagar and coffee.

Ithink you say that American vessels
goiog diretl from this couniry to the soe.
mies poris Were slopped 7 Yes, I have un.
derstood o,

At what period did that begin 7 [ cannot
answer that with any precision.

Was that before the ordars
Yrs, I believe that such a thin
soon afier the decree of he

n council 2
tonk plece
21t of Nav.

(1o b¢ Continued. )

1806, but all that were tlopped in that
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